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; HAVE always been of Opinion that 1 1 
the Study of Biography is as uſeful 1 
as it is entertaining; for if we view J WG: 

| the Actions of Mankind with an im- . — 

\\ rtial Eye, we ſhall find that whoever „ 2 


Thing egregiouſly remarkable in 
ind, | that grows the Talk of ne 
Town by being long the Subject of Exas . _ 2 
*| mination. among Perſons. of . Dee, 
is ſure to grow the Object of Popula N 
For as all Men will divide in their C „„ 
I nions upon any particular Thing, | 
remarkably brought to the Teſt abba bs. ð 
lick Queſtion, the Eyes of all Men. will . 2 
L infallibly be very much u 5 


— 


and more upon the Perſon that was 3 
ſt Foundation of ſuch an RE 
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=” INTRODUCTION. 


the Source be bad or good it muſt have 
its Torrent running from it, and fo a re- 
markable publick Cauſe, be it. good or 
bad, muſt have a remarkable publick Ef. 
fest, in which the People, Pubs org in their 
Opinions, form what we call a Populati» ' 
ty „ With Rega rd to the Perſon that is in 
1 10 neftion. "This is the fame with be  $ox06; 
and happens accordingly to them. Thus S, 
Salisbury, by her glorious Infamy, as 1 2 
may call it, by her diſtinguiſh'd hw _ 
in Alluſtrious Whoredom, above —_ 
man of her Time, is Popular am bag bby 6. 
lower Sett of People in this Town; and 
Madam Maintenon, for ruling him that 
had the arbitrary Rule of France, among . 
the higher and lower People not only 2" 
of us but 1 many other neighbouring Na- i 
tions. 3 
Among Clergpmen, ere is Oates, as * 
mous for his Plots in Fyg/and as Auberoni 
for alt his Mines. ind, and the Gol- 
den- Farmer, Marlborough, and Cutts 
in England, Curtouebh and the" Duke of 
Berwick in France, have all of them * 7 
their ſeveral Shares of Popularity, 
1 well as the 1 As fe 8 
| ' themſelves, have had Uſurpers , 
e Akin their Comperters in ep. f. 
for where has the Name of any King of 
3 been heard of that the Name of „ | 
nn has not reach d; and hg he i 
ever 


4 


: * 


ever mentiotmd the expiring 


Raeillas; nay one Man, hy a moſt rema 


* 


able Action, has rendei' d himſelf as much the 
Subject of a popular Diſcourſe as a Whole 
State For wo ever heard of Napler, and not 
of its Fiſherman Maſſineiib? Nay, be has 


made bimfeif ſo popular, that it * hard to 
0 


hear the One talk'd of, - without thinking of 


the Other. If you go to the Saints themſeſves, 


you'll find it the ame; "Mary Magdates 


was as Popular in her jovial Harlottry as 


ſhe was in her Chriſtian 'Tears; Sau, for 
his Perſecution of the Gofpel, 
his Propagation of it; King David. for 


his | Adultery: as for bis Repemanee 4 and 
his Son Solomon for his innumerable Fob 


lies, when he acted them, as for his immenſe 
Wiſdom when he corrected them. Each 
of theſe Men were -Popular in their Way, 
by having their Followers and Admirers 
on the One Side, and thoſe that hated and 


deſpis d them on the Other. For there will 
be always Numbers of Men that will love 
diſtinguiſh'd, that is, Popular Vices, and 
hate great Virtue, as well as Numbers that 


will endeavour to make Virtue Popular, 


which Numbers of others will as ſurely - 
hate. Therefore Praiſe or Diſpraiſe, upon 
| theſe Subjects, is ridiculous, and thence it 
eomes that Partiality is baniſh'd out of Hiſtory. 
Oliver Cromwell,whowas as Popular a Manas © 
3 A 
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Henry the qr 
of France without reviving the Memory of 8 


us Pan for 
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any I. have named, was ſenſible of this: 
_ .*: place: when he was going to the Parlia- 
mient Houſe, and his Couſin Waller in 
the Coach with him, being ask d by 


Him, How he reliſ d thoſe loud Ap- 
plauſes ? He anſwer d, with a Smile, If 7 


was going to Tyburn, their ſhouts would 


be every Fot as loud, if not louder. Thus, 


ſince if popular Perſons were alive, they 
little value what is ſaid of them, an Hi- 
ſtorian - muſt be very weak if he is par- 
tial in the Story. of a Popular Perſon that 
is dead: And therefore you may expect 
an impartial Account from me of the Per- 
ſon who is the Subject of the following 


Pages. 


{: 


- 


0 5 


$ 
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o Hriftopher * was the Son 
br Hal of John Layer (and Anne his 
Wie) an eminent Lace-Man in 
Ie ) Durham ard in the Strand, 


in the Pariſh of St. Martin's in 


= Fields, 2 he was born on the 12th 
and baptiz 'd the 22d Day of November, . in 
the Year 1 683. His Father, ſome Years af · 
, ter, remov'd into King s- Street in Covent= 


Garden , Where he died. 


0023 
His Father s elder Brother, Chriftopher 
Laer. Eſq; a Gentleman of about 1000 /. 
ef Annum in the County of Norfolk, \ and. 
, &_ Batchelor, was his Godfather; who be- 
. Ing fond of his Nephew and Name-ſake, 
Teck bim from his Father in his Child- 
„ and put him to Board with Mr. Bar- 


4 
& 3 


WH 


taught to read by Mr. King, afterwards 
was ſent to learn Latin, Gc. at the Free- 
School, of which the Reverend Mr. Jobn 
Burton was Maſter ; and was inſtructed in 
W and Accompts by Mr. Leodfyng- 
ton: His Uncle 'Teſolving tb ſpare no 
for the Advantage of his e FIR 
| He was obſerv'd to be very dull at his 
Book, but in his Temper, ſplenetick, ma- 
licious, and revenge.ul. Nor was he leſs 
remarkable for his cowardly Diſpoſition 
bee him g himſelf to be ple aud eh 
y every Boy that was inclin d to quarrel 
with him: And one Inſtance I ſhall give, 
of tüch a particular Friend of mine was 
an Eye-Witnefs, * a Lad, Whoſe N — 
el, W though oun r, 
ma Chr izd than — _ 
him very heartily ; Layer, in Revenge, 
fome Time after, wateh'd his Qpportuni+ 
ty, and, in coob Blood, came ede 
pel and baſely ſtuck his Pen-Rnife up t- 
the Haft in 9 at the be Scho Dar 


:+4.+ 


PER Toner 
2 1 
** 


0 ard, a Barber, im Norwich. He was 4 


oſt 


folk, ) Ini Which) 
PR; he prov d a tolerable. Proficient, | 
ore: be Was out of his Clerkſhip, his 

| 5 Ne very great — — 


fad Liver, had run out, and fold. bear two 


Won per Annum 


of the 


g 
Cletk t ta Mr. 4 


an 
torney at in cle Com of Mie 
ar Proſeſſion, to e 


. of his Eſtate, having left bimſelf 
abont 400 f per 3 2 which, bes 
ing initail d, eee to his Ne⸗ 


and Godſon, as dee Heir: Male 
of! the Family. WA s 


„This ESTATE. as ods: not i his 


Power to ſell, and finding himſelf preſed 


for'ths Payment: of ſome conſiderable: Debts, 
Ka) he made rere to i phone 
to his 
Ebriftopher, who” was then juſt at A eo 
to grant him preſent Poſſeſſion of the ſaid 
4004, per Aunum, on Condition that he 
would. f Lene with 10004. ready Mo. 
to »his Debts, and to A 
K. Life, to be paid 
Quarterly. To this Propoſal Mr. 


Layer rea- 


got 


dily' agreed, procur d his Uncle 1000. 
into Pefsellad of of his Eftate, but never had 


the Honour or Honeſty to an any. Bart. 


42 116 


ing polſoſed of thi Kitts, . 


*. 


by be 


ne haughty; and ee of e 


— AO ITDONY A CEP 


Fiero oo of 
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ths — 
— — — — 2 1 ; : 
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4 5 
<- 
” 
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fers eg 5 "which occiion's ſo great a 

Difference between them, that his Maſter 
deſir d him to pack up his Awls and be 
gone, and told him he would freely give him 
out the reſt of his Clerkſhip. This Offer 
Mr. Layer readily embrac d; but, at the ſame 
Time, inſolently anſwer d his Maſter, That 
there were ſome MovzARTES belonging to 
him, Which as they would not bear Pack- 
ing up, he defird he might take away 
boofe c And being aft d by his * What 


Children, which. you fondly ſuppuſe are 


own, but were attually got by yy me. Thie 
caus d a Confuſion im that Family, ſuch as — 
could never after be appeas d. 1 


Aſter this, Mr. See eee that! a. 
Generality of People were not fond of em- 
loying a Perſon who had not i ſerv d his 
tt Jime, and conſequently not capable 
of Bufwels R. came * iy Bel, of and: 
apply d himſelf to Mr. Ha Doyley, 
ent Inn, and officiated . him 
for ſome Time. When he thought himſelf 


fully quallify d, he retum d 82 "Norfolk; 


where he had very good Bulineſs, as an 
Attorney: But being puff d up with Pride 
and Ambition, he FA ry not Ss contented: 
in that Practice, thinking it too low a 
Sphere for a Man of his Eſtate to move 


id be therefore procur d himſelf, by Dint of 


Nase to be * to the Bar, but the; 


Movearres he meant? He repl 2 Tevo 


1 


(5 1. 
true Reaſon of his 100 fing his se 
an Attorney, and — little or nog 
as à Counſellor, was his trick ing and ill- 
uſing his Clients and Neighbours; his Pride 
and Bxpectations thus baulk d at Home, 
he took à Reſolution of travelling tf: Ri 6 
do pay a Vilitto'the Pretender. 
M for his Uncle, thus daſely wade un- 
3 generouſly defrauded of his "Atituity, he 
was,” for ren: Years after, maintain d by 
the . and Hoſpitality of thoſe 
Gentlemen who were his Fellows ortſmen,. 
and always kept his Pack of Fox-Hornids, : 
_ * 2 3 the Lane N 1 85 


thiso very laſt; content 2 wv Thing 
but the. Wenge of nit ur grateful Nephew; 
who, if at any Time talk d of, the old 
Gentleman, would ys Mention him not 

Company: Toll hade Time 

ES, a *% when he it hanged; 


e he will be: And 


if. that — before hes Bi © With 
an D "tbe Pool may bave- bis Mare 
ag e 

Another riddotive which mig lit knut kim 
to go Abroad” was, to av: the Conſe> | 
_ quence of an Indictment which Mr. Snell, 
an inen Jum at Law in Norwich, 4 
had: = pogo and was determin d to pro- 
C er 


of 
* A 


4 ook 


» 


\ He marry d MrsElizaveth Elwtirof 4 


'$ ar 


. 


3a Promoter and 


of 


= 
as he knew. himſelf bet too gOlty; anch 
that by his Actions and Behaviour hs had 
ought-- upon himſelf the HI-will of his 
ountrymen, he as fnkidle a Nu 
WhO are ndt eaſily brib d, Wend 
have given: 4 Verdict againſt Hin 


" s ho q 


; an thet ds 
Gv'd: Fr — for _ was content to: be 
ſent Ahrdad upon his vile 1 2 
But pecauſe I will not be char 

the leaſt TinRurs of Partiality 
Filly tranſeribe from the 9 Lk 8 
E &c... the very - Arnie gre 
of his own. Motive tives ot ravelling,::: - 
knowledp'd;' That he was bred ub 
in Norfolk, wider an Uncle, who Mas a 
Non Juror, and having E tions of an 
Eſtate ftom that Uncle; he inbibed thoſe 
Principles earl 3; and: upon cee p 
5 N  obſeryed Various: .Opinions enter 


Pry TR. „ 22 „444 


him as a Comme Barteter, $84 
and vexatious Law Suits; of * 


— et > ten 32 6 * : —— S | WAS panty) 


Peiner Il Od GEM} and Lord Lon ' 
Wdon-derry, be had learnt chat 4 Siſter \of 
Lord Yarmputh's was married t 4 Vene- 
tian Miniſter, 8 here in aries 
the. Second's Time; that 4 Portion of h C 
Thouſand Pounds was ſettled o that La- 0 
dy, which he ui Reaſon to believe wis 
never paid; and that having heard from 
Fobn P hunket (who ſometimes wenit by the 
Name of Rogers.) of a Son of chis Ladys, 
who was formerly at Utrecht, and talked 
of over -hither to ſollieit «this Affair 
it might be an acceptab loa. 
wice to that Gentleman, - td ac Nor Ti 
wich che Nature: e 
Demand. That this Affair, and a 'natii- 
ral Inclination and 'C which he had al- | 
s chatl 20 ſee the: Pretender, whom he 
had heard fo much of, Carried him itito 
22 he fot out” from Alc th on 
the: 1 of April 1721, and we 
Menice, where he met with Seignior Hp 
- berti de Conti, Son to the Venetian Mi- 
niſter above-mention'd,':who-thanked him for 
che Frouble he had Siren, himſelf, but told 
him he was acquainted with the Par- 
-ticulars of the L Demand relating 0 — 9 — 
ther's Portion, — 0 e 
0 ſollicit that Affair intel ht "he, 
IN 1 himſelf now- within three or 


Miles of Rene, veſolv'd to. I 


C 2 9 
C 2 22 * * g's 


mY 


Fd 


all the Eugliſb 
red Kennedy to introduce him to the Pre- 


18 * 
thither; arriv'd: there about the End 
7. 1721, and ſtaid there about five Weeks. 
bat as it is the Cuſtom for all Eng- 
/ bi Gentlemen who are at Rome, to viſit 
any of their own Nation, on their firſt Ar- 


N there in their Travels, came to viſit him, 
but that he deſiring to be incognito, order d 
his Servant to deny him. That after he 
had been a Day at Nome, he ſent to Fran- 
cis Kennedy, Secretary to the Pretender, 
to let him know he ſhould be glad to ſee 
him, and to renew his Acquaintance with 
him. Being aſk d, when and where he 
firſt became acquainted with Francis Ken- 
nedy? He ſays, that Kennedy had a Bro- 
ther, Secretary to the late Duke of Or- 
mond, with which Brother he had ſome 
Acquaintance, and he thinks he has for- 
merly been in Francis Kennedys Compa- 
ny at London, along with the other Bro- 

ther; but as to this Particular, be: cannot 
be poſitive. 

That upon his endity to Haaſe Ke en- 


nedy, as above, the ſaid Kennedy came to 


him at his Lodgings, which he, Layer, 
was ſurpriz d at, it being in the Face of 
tlemen; That he deſi- 


tender, , which. Kennedy. promis d to do; 
that the next Night . came to him 
ain, and told him he bed not be. un- 

taſy, 


rival there, ſome of the Eugliſb who Were | 


1 
8 5 
Bs, 

= 15 257 
1 Y 

8 

„ 
e 5 


4 


{ ( 9 
Liſy; at his coming to his Lodges pen 
ly, ſince he frequented the Company f 
All the Engliſh that came to Rome, ' with- 
out Diſtinction, but he would introduce him 
to the Prerendier privately in an Evening 
oo that derod) ſhould bs ale ie prove 
it. And he, Layer, farther faith; That at 
the ſame Time he believes Kennedy gave 
Plunket a Letter under the Pretenders 
own Hand, when Kennedy) and Phumkit 
were alone together; for the; next Day 
Room next adjoining to that where Pun 
ket lodged; Plunbet came to Layer s Bed- 


ide; and told him with ſeeming Satisfa- 


ction, that he had got a Letter under the 
King's own Hand, meaning the Pretender s; 
but Kennedy never ſaid one Word of this 
Letter to Layer. The ſaid Phunket ſhew'd 
him the Letter, the whole of which he, 
Layer, takes to have been writ in the 
ſame Hand in which the Blank Receipts, 
taken among his Papers at Mrs. Maſon's, 
were fign'd, which he believes to be the 
'Pretender's own Hand. That the Subſtance 
of the Letter was, That the Beater, Fyun- 
cis | Kennedy, would introduce Plunker to 
the Pretender. He, Layer, ſaith, He can- 
not be poſitive, whether it was fuid in 
the Letter that Kennedy would introduce 
Plunket only, or whether he himſelf was 


7 


likewiſe mention d, as to be introducd to 


* 
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the, Preorder by Kennedy. That "hs, 
Layer, believes, and was inform'd-by Piu 
2 that wr me, faw. the Pretender 


nad — — meet him. phone 
accordingly went thither, and was met = 
e and Kennedy, who conducted him up 
Pair of back Stairs into a lon 2 — 4 

2 thro'-ſeveral Rooms. That Ks went 
: 300.4 1 and coming ont agan, 
Frese y earry d 1a to the Preten- J 
A, hom Layer ſaluted. That che Pre- 
— alk d the Occaſion of his Coming, 
ard ienquir d. much of him, whether r 
any Credentials from People in E 
_"FThat Layer anſwer d. Nothing but pu 
Hty;; and a Daſire of paying my Duty to 
gfour Majeſty, has brought me hither. That 
ae Proender ask d him, What Lords ke 
Aunew? To which he anſwer d, None but 
cchaſe he was concern d with in the — 4 
af his Profeſſion. That the Pretender ſaid, » } 
[What have you no Credential or Recom- 
menlation at all, from any Perſon in Eng- 
imd This Joumey muſt have been very 
3 vou, believe it qannot colt 


yon 
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615 dl 
e thi Pied Hundwd Pounds, : Fei 
reply's, thay 4 prise Affair. 
him to Venice, would ham 
10 108 Experce, if in Had ſuensetad z 
bat that having miſearried in That, hiv Indi 
rn D. 
ty te the Pretender, and that EY 
had it in his Theugits and - Inclinations t 
pFuy his Daty to Aim, © took this Opport 
ty — ts Mee tr, Whine 
now-along with him, had often told Ming, 
Layer, that he mad not ſoar being int 
duced ;> or te thas Elec 80 ks, Layer; 


fait, _ prefumad to cotie t pay: n 
Ther then the Proten 1 m1 
him dad. he” came, and who . 


daced him in his Fhavels To which be 
anſwen d, that the fuid Palit wu b 
dend ef 4 Governour to him AI 
ſevernl Kanguages. Upon wieh the 
. 7 
and as & 
E could have' had for- a aca 
'Thar the Pretender a 
del 1 at Nis . 0. 2.4 


Ein Eu 
bur fald, r, wr pon ; 


/ Francis K 
nt, who: knows you, that yon have.4 


very good Character; and for that Na- 
ſon you are welcome without any - C. 
demials. Fhat the Prutendur then aſked 
_ hat Counry he was of, What. Res 


_ lations 


_ 
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 Iations. and Friends he had? He. replied, 
that he was of Norfolk, that he was bred 
up there under his Uncle, who, with Sir 


Nicholas L. Eſtrange, were the only two 


old Non Jurors in that County. That 
the 2 retender alked him, What other Nor- nar 
fu Gentlemen he knew? To which he 
anſwered, That he knew all the Tories. 


That the Pretender aſked him, if he could 


recolle& their Names, and put them down 
in Writing? That he, Layer, anſwered, 
He could eaſily do that, for that he had 


- brought with him MN. emorandums of | their 


Names; and that accordingly. he, LOW 
drew. N Liſt of the Tory. G 
Nurfalb, (there might be 2 aught 


be = Berk ſome - S4fHAþ Gentlemen in it, 


Borderers +upori. Norfolk): and he, Layer, 
at the ſecond Interview with the .Pretens. 


der, gave the ſaid Liſt to the Pretender, 


| thinking it would be acceptable to him; 
ey Wn Perſons, whom he, Layer, 
look « d on as 8 4 inclined to the. Preton: 
ders Intereſt. 

That he ſaw the Procter a ſecond 
Time. That the Pretender then aſked him, 
whether he would not ſee the Queen, 
om ning his Spouſe) and - promiſed. ſhe 

* admit him, Layer; - to Kiſs her 


152 ps o thang W 'ecks or 25 Month 


ben K ner came again to Layer, and 


invited 


vg Suk 


* * m_ oe % re. Ld 
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id him to meet him in the ame Pla g, 


in Order to ſee the 'Pretender's Spouſe. 
That Haye and Kennedy introdu e hi 
to her, and that he kiſſed her Hand. 
That the Pretender, and ſhe, diſtourſed 
him again about his T ravels,” and what 
he had ſeen at Rome. That the Preritt> 
der call'd him to him, and «aſk'd. him 
whether he had any Thing to ſay "in 
Relation to his Liſt ? That Layer "raid, | 
I forgot ſomething” which 1 had to com- 
municate to your Majeſty n which 
the Pretender aid: e his Wi would 
go out of the Room preſently; and ſooti 
after ſpoke to her in Haliun (to with- 


5 draw, as Layer believes) Upon which. 


Col: Hay: came in, and led her. out. 


3 That the Pretender then ſat down, ud 


aſked Layer what he had to ſay? That 
the Door being open, Layer look d that 
Way, and the Pretender” bid him ſhut 
it; that he then came and ſtood* Over. 
again the Pretender, and began to ſpeak ;. 
but the Pretender being at that Time 
ſomewhat thick of Hearing, roſe, and bid 
him walk with him. That Layer then 
ſaid to the Preten der, I have nothing 10 | 
material to offer, as ought to have Bro- 
cured me this great Honour and Indul- 
genee from your Majeſty, but if there be 


any Service upon Earth, I can do, Iam 
E read. That he Pretender aid; 
= D what 


('' }_ 
what can you do? Have * any Ac- 
quaintance ? Io h he replied, That 
all the Perſons mention d in his Liſt, were 
intirely devoted to the Preteuder's Inte- 
reſt, _ all the Gentlemen in England 
the ſame, except thoſe in Places of Profit 
and "Truſt; and that all Parties were uni» 
| ted in his, the Pretender Intereſt. That 
no Pretender then ask d him, What the 
tentlemen were, whoſe Names were in his 
Liſt? To which he reply d, They 74 
ories; and that he ä not PG 
any of the Roman Catholicks Norfolk, 
f whom there were ſeveral Men of Eſtates, 
Ai the Pretender ſaid, he believ d the 
People in England were generally well in- 
clind to his Cauſe, and pretty well con- 
vinc'd of their Erms; Then ſpoke of the 
Biene occaſion d by the Sour Sea ; 
of Lord Marlborough's Weakneſs and In- 
liſpoſition;, and enquir d, to whom that 
eat Eſtate was likely to go. That the 
Pam afterwards fa ſaid, Vou am very 
ing, and you may depend on any Ser- 
ice I can do you. That + ph * ophiog 
0 0 ve not the Happineſs, to be acquain- 
with any of the. Nobility in Engiaud, 
F your Wajelty would do me the Honour 
to give me ſome Token, þy Which I may 
introduce myſelf to their Acquaintance, I. 
will employ all my Laboar and Indaſtry, 
* FOG your . e the rene 
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(65 
aer faid, he ſhould 25 lad to give him 
any Token of his Kind; le” That be, 
Layer, defired the Queen * 
Pretender's Spouſe) rat do him 
Honour to ſtand Godmother to his Crd 
as à Means and ſufficient 3 for g. 
ving him Credit with People + ay, 

in England, in the Protonder s Intereſt; 
That the Pretender faid he muſt confider 
of it, and would ſend him an Anfwer: 
'Then enquired of him how long he ſhould 
ſtay 2 To which he reply'd, I have no o- 
ther Buſineſs here, but to pay my Duty 
to your Majeſty, and* intend to et ont ift 
two Days. That the Pretender enquired 
what Route he intended to take, ac 
him againſt going thro” France, on Ac: 
eount of the Plague, and 1 b wing 
before made Application to him, for h 
Paſſport to go thio' France) vie" Pr 0 he 
der faid, they would not Tet"s: 
that way; then enquir'd, "whether * 
het went back with him? To which Lay 12 
anſwer d, that he did; being neceſſary to 
him on Aceiny of the Languages. Thar 
_ the Pretender wiſh'd him a 8000 
and faid he would fend kim 
Ariſe,” in Relation to the' Chriſtening the 
next Day. That accordingly the next 


3 


1 * o 


Colonel Haye eame to him, and told him, 
that- the? 
ſtand G 


retenders Spouſe” conſerted TH | 
mother to his Child; Flat Layer 


D 2 defired 


. _>" rn" Pope 
- 


| a e to his Child, adding, that 


(16) 


deſired ſome IT 6, by which he might 
apply to ſome Perſon of Quality in Eug- 


to repreſent her, and that the Pre- 
render would name ſome Lord, or Perſon 


of Diſtinction. in England, to ſtand with 
ber; and he, Layer, deſir d to know, 


hether the Dutcheſs of Ormond would 900 


1 be. agreeable to the-Pretender's Spouſe, to 


repreſent her at the Chriſtening-2 That Co- 
lonel Haye anſwer'd, The Dutcheſs. of 4; 


mond would be a proper Perſon to repre- 
ſent her; that no Letter could be ſent by 
Layer, but Care would be taken the Dut- 
_ cheſs. of Ormond ſhould repreſent the Pre- 
tender s Spouſe at the Chriſtening. That 
Colonel Haye ſaid, Vou will Pn no o- 


ther Token, than to tell the Dutcheſs that 


her Huſband is well, and gone to Madrid. 


That Haye farther ſaid, the Pretender would 
not 1 an Lord to ſtand Godfather 


5 with her, but would himſelf ſtand Godfa- 
ther, with his Sponſe, to Layer.s Child; 


and that he, Layer, muſt get ſome J. ord 
in England to repreſent the Pretender, at 


the 8 the Chilc. | 
| 4 ITbat he, Layer, left Rome about the- 


eginning of July, 1721, and return d to 


| Halen the latter End of Auguſt, or the 0 


Beg inning of September following. 
That upon his Return he waited 5 
the ntcheſs. of Ormond, and deſir d her to 


he 


<(n) 
de hop'd her Gand was not altogether a 
Stranger to that Affair. That her Grace 
made him no particular Anſwer, oy ps. 
mis d him to ſtand, as deſir d * 
That he then made r to Lord 
Orvery;” by Swortfeger, Lord Orrerys Se- 
| eretary, and by T houmpſon, whom he took 
to be Chaplain a the Dutcheſs of 
and to be acquainted with Lord 2 
as he knew he was with Sportſeger, to 
deſire that Lord Orrery would ſtand God - 
father to his Child, with the Dutcheſs of 
Ormond. That he believes Lord Orrery. 
knew that he was deſir d to ſtand for tlie 
Pretender, and that Thomꝑſon knew the 
ſame by Szwortfeper. That —— Lord 
Orrery ſent to the Dutcheſs: of Ormond, to 
know whether ſhe intended to ſtand, who 
ſent him Word, ſhe did ; that; however, 
Lord Orrery deſir d to be excuſed; but 4. 
terwards, upon farther Acquaintance with 
Fn er, and upot _—_— that Lord North. 
' Grey had conſented: to ſtand, Lord: 
Ora ent to him, Layer, to make Ex- 
cuſes for this Refuſal. That he; Lager, 
made this Application to Lord Orrery, ha- 
ving heard that he was in the Pretenders: 
Intereſt; and hoping to make Uſe of this 
Credential with Lord Orrer to induce 
him to converſe freel fe with rage; in wor 
len to the Feuer ers Airs. {3.52ub 
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{ He, Layer * farther faith, That he was 
| not at that Time acquainted: with Lord 
| North and Grey, any farther than by ha- 
ving been twice to wait on him in Re- 
tion to a Cauſe depending in the :Hozſe MN 
Lord, about an N Eſtate of the Lord 

ing ſton s, of Ireland. That upon Lord 
ers) declining to be Godfather to his 
;hild,. | * went to Lan e and: _ 


Gl, that his perm the — * his 
|  _ Lorgfhipi.to [ſtand with her Grace; and 
| wie if. be. world -be. pleaſed 10 foe her 
h Grace: ſhe would, acquaint his | 
i with Barticulars, That my Lord North + 
[i ide he wonlds wait on her Grace the nent 
| Day, and if ſhe would ſtand, he would, 
bat he, Layer, believes my Lord North 
| underſtood he was to ſtand for the Pre- 
5 ander. That this Franſaction was the 
ing of his Intimacy with Lord North 
N and Greys: that the Dutcheſs: of Ormond's 
3 Vineſs, during the Winter, oecaſioned the 
* Choong — be deferred tell the Eaſter 
followit „ at which Time her Grace be- 
12 J enough to go to Chelſea, ap- 
pointed a Day for the Chriſtening, with 
which he; Eatyer, acquainted Lord North 
by Letter; that in the Eafter-Holy-Days 
his Child was Chriſtened by 7. — 


nn d, at Mrs, Fox s Lodgings at 
Chelſea, 


1 

Chelſea, and named Mary Clementina; No- 
body being preſent but the Dutcheſs of Or- 
mond, Lord North, Mr..' Thompſon, (oy 

Layer and his Wife, and Mrs, Fpx, as ht 

3 but e eee 

1 


Br. * ig — to land by the 
Way: of Holland, for I findyone * 
from his Wife dated Aug. 10. 1721, t 
in France, directed to him toi Rotterdam." 
In which Letter, among ſeveral other Par- 
ticulars, ſhe tells Rn that if he would 
but ſend her 12 Laras of Eaging (for 
a Suit of Head-cloaths) — would much 
. oblige ber. So bare did he keep her of 

Jr Neceſſaries, hotwithſtanding the Ho- 
nour of her Family, and the Tanne 6 
brought him. n ä 
He ſent his Wiſe a Letter ban 2 
don, dated July 29, 1722, wherein © he 
M congratulates her ſafe Arrival at Paris. 
«* Says that he left Norfolk juſt after their Aſ- 
<< {izes. —- Hoped that his Affairs would 
permit him to make a Trip to France 
* to fetch her Home. —— Deſir d to know 
* how. ſhe lik'd the Vines dint how the | 
e had diſpos d of his Daughter Nanny. 

Te dtn Letter Mrs. Layer return d tim 
the ere W e Nang Anguſt 12 
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CN Wedneſday laſt J got ſafe to Pa. 
ris, and have a Lodging very near 
charming Lady Liſſgoe, She anſwers the 

Character Mr. Plunkett gave her exactly, 
but that troubleſome Creature Mrs. Fox, is 
got into the ſame Houſe with me, that 
I Hannot be ſo often at that good Ladys, 
as I ſhould be; it has coſt me 20 Gui- 

neas before I got to Paris. I acquainted 
Lady Liſſgoe with What Money I have, 
the ſays I muſt have thirty Pounds more 


return'd; every Thing here is three Times 


as dear as uſually, I muſt pay a Quartet 


| before-hand for Nanny. I beg you'd re- 


turn it as ſoon as poſſible, for I deſign to 


begin my Journey in three Weeks, and 


to go from Diepe to London by Ship, 
there will be one Mr. More s Ship go about 
that Time, a very civil Man. My humble 
Service id ide, e e eee, 


ur afetimateWiſe, | 
Naemy gives hen od foot on 
Duty to ln. HK Tamm. 


4 


On the 25th Day of ' Auguſt, 1722, 
at a Meeting at Layton- Stone, in Eſſex, 
Mr. Layer, with other of his Accompli- 
ces, Inliſted ſeveral 3 
Srl e a7} ar ihne l B 


t 21) 
& the Pretender, in a few Digs, fte. 
he was 8 ne and taken into Cu- 
ſtody by Mr. Squire, one of his Majeſty's 
Mellengers, from whom he made his EG 
cape on the 19th of September, but was 
retaken in St. George s- Fields the ſame 
Day, and the next, commitrod to the 
,Towes. -. ' 
' Offober 31, He was arraigtd at the 
Py Bench Bar, on an I ſtiment for. 
High Treaſon, in compaſſing and 1 
He the Death of the Kine, found 
bo wi coef Fury * the County of Fo 
ore ſpecia Cloned oners er and 
| Termier. To this os, "ls 
ded Not Guilty, was remanded ba 
the 'Tower, and order'd by the 8 5 | 
be brought up again on November 3d to 
take his Tryal, which was accordingly 
done. But upon his deſiring a longer Time 
to prepare for his Tryal, the Court indul- 
ged him therein, to the 21ſt of Novem. 
when he was again :brought. up, in Order 
to his Tryal; and after the moſt impar- 
tial Hearing, and the fulleſt Proof, the 
Jury brought him in Guilty of the "High 
reaſon, where with he ſtood, charged. Af. 
ter Which, the Lord Chief Juſtice procee- 
ded to paſs Sentence on him, in theſs 
Words, viz. 
"7 "Chriſtopher Layer, You haye been In- 
ited, and and after a E. Examination 225 


pe —— —————rð1ĩ 22 2 
4 
. 


(#) 

ir Tryal, have been cqnviged of High 
Tron, 0 A and maten UF 
25 pig had W the Indul ae ? y 
A d de e oes: ya 
You. bare dad Counſel. aligned you. 1 
Pyr Nun ching, to adviſe you Prepargr 

. to your Tryal, and to aſſiſt ou. 5 
your Defoe: at your Tryal. 
Counſel have been fenmitted tg 
in and ws 1 65 I! 
ervice; and | he with that I. could 
ay , hat Fra 15 Wt * that hay 
bad dot taken. a greater 5 rty than. they 
ought to haye done: _ 1 5 qwever that ey 
e Court thought fit to permit it in the 
hat they might not be difcourag'd in 9 
; that was profer for your 
4 wt Senſe. e than, Ma 


— 
7875 
8 5 
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hd at 


to. Ky; iſe e 5 95 

Ex vidence on Which you n 
CI, is the cleareſt and ix fog | 
Tun + © beards » SL * a 0 | 


1 ty). 

" Correpotiderte will burt and 
Agents afterwards ; the Sehetti6 | es ha 
fortm'd for the execriting: this | 
our Confeffion of the grenteft Þ ark of + 
fore the Lords of the ©otintil; af at 
Eft your Flight when in the Hatids e 
ki, cout of 4a Window two Pair 
Stairs, and the Endeavours you uſe whe! 
rekaken t corrupt and' pfevail with. tho 
that took you, by Rewards to let you 
Fog lan ; thefs are Matters ſd ve very Cl 


8 


and did concur, fo rell with 


Feaſacy of the Witneſſes, that it So 
= reſt on their Credit; the O Que: 
fort Was, whether the Fu ry did bee 
What you yourſblf bad Mato on you 
Frauen before the Lords of che Ci ts 
Ei, and By the Scheme chat was found 1 
Four Cuſtgey. | y 

This being the Natit of the Evide 
1 muſk, according to what is. viſual; 
| Eat Mint of tt 1 Widkedii > ye U 


The firſt Matter projecked to be thn 
Was to ſeize the I 68er of London, to ſet 
4 Guard at the Exchange and other Pla- 
ces; to ſeit the Bank, and take fic 
chence whit Money you. Had Otcaliotr vr; 
by which ths whole City of ede Alle 
in Conſequence the whote Nation, 
y have been MolVa i Bike a 
Cons 


mn 


"oat 
keen Wo gailty ty of, OR: 5 
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| nien : This was to have been the firſt 


Fruits of this projected Scheme. . ,_  _ 
The next Step to be taken by this ex- 
ecrable Scheme, was to ſeize the Sacred 


ings of the King: A King, who du- 


ng the whole Courſe of his Reign hath 


1s the molt Religious Obſerver of our 
Laws, the moſt careful Preſerver and Pro- 


tector of all our Civil and Religious Rights, 
and the moſt merciful Prince that ever ſat 


on the Throne of theſe Kingdoms; yet 


this, this moſt excellent Prince, was to be 
ſeized and made a Sacrifice to FT and 


Arbitrary Power. 


Ihe next Step to be taken, was to ſeize 
the Prince; and when that was doae; No- 


bod) can doubt but the young Prince and 


Princeiles muſt and ſhould have follow'd 
the Fate of their Father: So that the Pro- 


ject muſt and would have ended in the 


Deſtruction of all the Royal Family on 
this Side the Water; and when that was 


done, twas thou bt *would i be an eaſy 
Matier to ſet the Pretender on the I es. | 


This being done, the King and the Ro 


al Family defiroy'd, and the Pretender 


advanced to the Throne, what .the Con- 
ſequence of that muſt and would have 


been is obvious to every Body; it muſt 
have ended in the entire Deſtruction and 
Diſſolution of our moſt happy n 


. ( 25 5 
FRY Conſtitution; the happieſt, 1 think; 
| that ever any People enjoy d: It muſt have 
ended in the Deſtruction of our Laws, our - 
. our Religion, and the Church 
neland as by Law eſtabliſh d; and 
we . have * from the moſt happy 
the moſt miſerable People on Earh. 
Tpheſe horrid and execrable Deſigns are 
fo very heinous in themſelves, th - they 
hardly will admit of any Circumſtance of 
Aggravation : But I muſt ſay, I cant avoid 
ſaying, that there are Circumſtances with 
Reſpect to you that make them more hei- 
nous, if poſſible. Vou were bred up to 
the Law, and yon muſt be ſuppoſed to 
know the ae fool of our happy Con- 
ſtitution and Government, and the Laws 
which you profeſſed ; which makes you 
Crime much the greater.. 
Another Matter, which is a greater Ag: 
gravation of your Offence, is, that y 
were, or at leaſt profeſſed yourſelf a Pro. 
teſtant, and a Member of the Church of 
2 veland, whilſt you engaged. yourſelf. in 
Meaſures which muſt inevitably have de- 
ſtroy d that Church Wal en . 8 
* a Member I 


| "Theſe are the Treafons which you 7 
convicted of; and being ſo, the Law ad- 
halte Lacy not fit to Live; and the e Judgr 


Went 


o „ 
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Hake & win is, and it is confiddyd 
tlie Court, that 
Ds, Clitopher Layer * lt » FE 
60 Pace from whence v cam,” und 
Fon theiite you are to bY driven tt 
e Place of Execution, and there 
{- are ie be bang d by the boo 
_ not fill you afe dead, 
Are to be cut down alive; [Nie jou. 
- Bowwels to be taken out, and Burnt 
© before your Fube; your Hud id 0 
+ 2 from your Body, and your 
20 e to be divided into four 
ters; aud that your Head and 22 
fert be diſpisd of where His Ma. 
Ja, ſhall think fit. And the Lord | 
* Devoe Oey pon Jour Soul. aa 


1 1 prov 4 beyond Conitradidtivrl; the 
baſe | Prado of which Mr. Layer has 
been guilty, before he commenc'd 4 Fiat 
ter to his Majeſty King Grorxct, to whem 
he fivore AHegiance, and abjur the Pro. 
fender. Yet upon his Tryal he — 4 
Aſſufanee to declare, That be ch * 
Bis Hand upon his Heart, and ſay 
Dad done nothing againf# his Con 22 | 
(Perjury with him being no Sin. A 
as: afrogantly told the Lord Chief Ju 
that he would dart to die like ; Gen 
Leman and'a Chriftian. ff Perjury atid 
Provari cation are Preparatives to a happy 
Death, 
Fes bjs FA" P. a, 1 Ut ſupra P. 151, 


A 1 


27) 
Death, ; 1 cannot . by an) Means id 
Mr. Layers Syſtem of Religion, is 
Perjuny is upon Record in 6 
where he was conviged. a Traitor; 
T! 8 cation, there men not, - 
is groke d more ganyincing. * 
ion bend 


720 A 
8 ſo... 
E 


> 4 a 
RS, 1 2 2 8 PY F A * 2 * Fi ed; We. Þ wo „* ov ge 
71 3 * EE 7 ; kg 75 
* ö * E 3 0 * 1 1 ' * * - * 24 1 * —— Ws - P „ * Is — 1 * 1 
5 7 % * p i * : 

* 3 . 0 5 * 
* * £ q 4 a 5 ger 17 * if % * 
* N. * * C I 3 \ * % 4 & | $ * . 4 . I 3 (> . C # 

4 » 

MT 
o 


957.30 No 27 Jon 0 1.3847 emol 
4 Deelapation fiend by Archibald” Hut- 
efon, E and given to feiert 
a. . Arquaimance, Joon. after. 4 
ad erus the Examinazion of. 

[19 Layer, in the Appendix ta 
he Repo ort- of 11 Secret com m üer; 
oh Layer has ma 
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AvING Sui Bus: of the Exanb>. 
nation of Payer of N 19th a; Fas 

T.: Foftuary and * Fbruam laſt, 
in. dhe. Appendix to the Report: of + Ker 


ial... cret 


5 yet Committee, in which” L. 
#2 tiohed to have ſaid, That one 


| man, and that this Club met Monthly, 


were Eight other Lords and Six Commo- 
ners (whoſe Names he mentions, and Mine 
as one of them). of that Club: I do here- 


in the Two laſt Seſſions of Parliament, when 
Lord Orrery, and ſeveral Lords and Gen- 
tlemen (not mentioned in Layers Exami- 
nation) met Weekly, and, I believe 


met together any TW¼W of the. Lords. and 
Commoners ſo mention d in Layer S Exa- 
mination: That there are Two of theſe 
Commoners (Sir Henry Goring and Mr. | 


Dawkins) whoſe Faces I do. not know; 
and Two others (General Nelb and Sir 
Cunſtantine Phipps) between whom” and 
1 there hath not been, for rn To 


\ 4 p . * N 
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Junket told 
im, as explaining what was meant by Bur- 
rd's Chub, That Lord Orrery was Chair- 


at one another's Houſes, as Layer thought ; 
and that Phinket told him, That there 


#5. aac 5 


by. declare, upon the Honour of a Gen- 


tleman, That I do not know, or believe, | 
that there was a Club or Meeting of any | 
of the Lords or Gentlemen mentioned in 
tte ſaid Examination, nor have I ever heard 
of any. Meeting where Lord Orrery Was 


preſent, except that which was carried on 


with 
great Innocence, Din d at one another's. Hou- 
ſes. And I. do: farther affirm, i That e- 
ven on ageidental Visits, I have ſeldom 
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monial Viſits; and between e and the 
uth Commoner (Mr. Shippen ) b | 
ſeldom: That there are Three 0 5 
Lords (Scarſ; dale, 3 8 ee with. 
whom. I, haye very little | 
Fourth (Lord Ringlty) ; I ave ne- 
ver met any where but in Viſits to others, 
ox in public | Places; — a Fifch (the 
er, 1 ba 
| "but twice. ars Lt 
I mention this to ſhew 15 Ne, Fg 
hood of Layers Hear ſay Evidence of 
Burford's Club, an 3 I never 
heard: of till ſome Time after the Appoint= 


ment of the Secret Commirree. 
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per, ſhewing, that the Matters con- 

tained in ſome Hear - ſays, relating 
to him, in the Examinations of Chri- 
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| H O Hear ty does not affect any 
one, either in Law or Reaſon, yet 
tit deſerves Contradiction, where the 
Truth will bear it, eſpecially if Printed: 
And therefore, finding that Layer in his 
Examinations of the igth of January and 
4th of February laſt, hath ſaid, That one 
Plunker told him ( as explaining What was 
meant by, Burford's Club) that Ford. Or- 
rery was Chairman; and that Lord Cowper 
and Seven other L. ords, and Six Commoners 
named, were of that Club; : and that this 4. 
Club met Monthly; As he, Layer, thought, 
at one another's Houſes : And not doubt- 
ing but my Averment will be believ'd be- 
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| 15 a go, not. 1 or believe, 9 3 never 
4 | before. the ſaid Examinations were | 
Al of, that there Was any ſuch Club - | 
vr Meeting : That as to Three of the * 8 
moners nam d, . Sir H. Goring, Mr. A 
 Dawkhins, and Mr. Shi pen, I do not 1 
know them ſo much as %; Sight; and 
as for Two of the remaining Three Com- 
moners, 91/2. Sir Conſtantine Phipps and 
General Webb, I have not been in their, 
or either of their Companies, at any Ti —_— 
within Sixteen Years laſt paſt: And as to 
the Lords, I never met them, or any of 
them, but. either accidentally on Viſits of 
. Ceremony, or in the Time of Parliament, 
and that with other Lords on the Bufineſs 

of Parliament only: And as for one of 
the ſaid Commoners whom I am acquain- 
ted with, iz. Mr. Hutcheſon, I never 
once was at any Meeting with him to- 
gether with any of the ſaid Lords or Com- 
moners. And whereas = in his Exa- 
mination. of the 19th. of September laſt, 
aid, That Lord Orrery told him, that 
Lord Copper told him (Lord Orrery) 
that 200 Tories and 9 & rumbletonians, 
J. would try their laſt Effort in the Houſe 
oh IE vo ak and in another Examination 
> of the 21ſt Day of the ſame Month, Layer- 
JF, repeats the ſame, except that he uſeth = 5 
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”s een was on cke 1 ach 80 
0 December 1722. But by the earneſt 
Sollicitations of his Friends, and the very 
preſſing Inſtances of his Wife; his Majeſty, 
from the Repreſentations of the Sceretaries 
of State, Was moſt racioufl; 
Reſpite him me 
were in Hopes "IE: his. "raking A candid 
Confeſſion, inſtead of which, he only con- 
1 tinned his Prevarications With them, and 
ES. endeavour d to inſnare ſe P. 

bie greateſt Honour and Worth. So that 
3 length a Rule of Court was made 
- for his Execution on the 15th/* Day of 
My" On which Day he w. 
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